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An individual bioretention cell is intended to treat the first flush.  Section 3, Stormwater 
Calculations, details the volumetric calculation. 
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Consider the affect of large storms on potential erosion within the cell as well as potential 
overflow and downhill erosion upon water leaving the cell. The contributing area to an 
individual bioretention cell will typically be 5 acres or less because many large 
watersheds will not have an area that is large enough to serve the treatment volume while 
also being high enough above the water table. 
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Note:  Grass should never be seeded, use sod instead. When using sod, avoid sod that is grown 
in soil that has an impermeable layer (such as clay).  Hybrid bermuda grass and centipede have 
been successfully tested as grassed bioretention cells in North Carolina.  Centipede is 
recommended for warm climates.  Fescue/bluegrass mix is recommended for colder climates. 
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